
BCDP County Executive Council Meeting               January 30, 2021             10:00 AM Via Zoom 

Chair Tom Sapp called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM.  He led the pledge and asked for a moment of 

silence.   

There was no objection to Tom declaring a quorum.  

The primary objective for the meeting was to elect a replacement to the County Board of Elections as 

Becky Willis resigned and is moving out of the state.  Paula Clarity is the only candidate running.  Tom 

read her bio which was quite impressive. 

Tom asked for other nominations from the floor.  None appeared.  Tom explained that since there is 

only one candidate, votes can be cast, or we can move to elect her by acclamation.  Mike Rush moved to 

place Paula in the position by acclamation.  Dale Todd seconded.   

There was some discussion – Kathleen Yonce spoke to Paula’s qualifications and ability to fill the 

position very well.  She stated that Becky Willis would be very hard to replace, but Paula would be an 

excellent choice to do so.   

Tom reminded us that first we must approve the motion already on the floor to place Paula in the 

position by acclamation.  He called for the vote:  it was unanimous that we would place Paula by 

acclamation rather than a traditional election. 

Eileen Farrell made a motion to accept Paula as the new BCDP representative on the Brunswick County 

Board of Election.  Denise Ribble seconded the motion.  The response was unanimous in favor of the 

motion.  Motion passed. 

Tom commented that Paula is an accomplished attorney, and we have lost an excellent 3rd Vice Chair of 

the County Party!  Tom will send Paula’s application to Wayne Goodwin tomorrow. 

Jeff Zalles asked Paula to send a photo so he can post it on the website.   

Maria Riccobono asked if Paula can still be on a Democratic Women’s committee.  Tom was not sure if 

she could head a committee or serve on a committee, but he was pretty sure she could advise the 

committee.  Becky offered that she cannot be an officer, but she can serve as a committee member.  

Tom will verify. 

Denise shared the spread sheet for voting at the County Convention.  At the Precinct Organization 

meetings, delegates will be elected to the Convention from each Precinct.  Precinct Organization 

meetings will take place between March 6 – 20 inclusive.  Tom asked that each Precinct decide how they 

are going to meet – Zoom or in person within the parameters allowed by the state due to COVID – and 

inform him by Feb. 15.  There are 25 Precincts; 76% are organized as of now.  We would like to organize 

more.    

At the Convention, Tom stated that we can vote like we did today without allotting weighted votes.  Or 

we can use weighted voting; for example, if Belville has 27 votes, they must elect 27 delegates at their 

Precinct Organization meeting.  However, all of those delegates do not have to attend the Convention 

for all 27 votes to be counted.    Forms must be filled out and submitted.  We will also have to accept 

sustainable funds.   



Mike Rush asked if we have to inform Tom of the date and “location” of the Precinct Organization 

meeting by Feb. 15.  Tom said yes; even if we don’t have the packets from the state by Feb. 15, we can 

still schedule meeting.   

Eileen offered that we have a monthly meeting on Feb. 11 – before Feb. 15.  Rob added that if precincts 

want to have a Zoom meeting, we (Rob and Tom and others) can work with the precincts and walk them 

through the packets.  The agenda for our Feb. meeting will be to plan the organization meetings.  

Joanne asked if we can do an electronic accounting.  Rob said that the state will have to determine that.    

Eileen interjected that the Women’s group in the state is working on electronic forms for the group; 

perhaps it will extend to other parts of the state organizations. 

Bill Flythe stated that he will host, with Emma Myles, South Port 1 and 2 for the organization meeting.  

Bob Bannerman asked if joint meetings can be held – i.e. Secession 1 and 2.  The answer is yes.  

Meetings can be held any day – not necessarily on a weekend. 

At 10:30 AM, Eileen Farrell move to adjourn the meeting.  Dave Johnson seconded.  Motion passed. 

Announcements:   

County Convention April 10, 2021 
State Convention May 22, 2021 
SEC August 7, 2021 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denise A. Mirandola, Sec. BCDP 


