
Legislative Action Committee Meeting August 28, 2019 
 
 
Present: Bob Bannerman (Chair), Dale Todd & Marty O’Neill. 
 
Gerrymandering 
Bob Bannerman provided an update. Trial of the Common Cause vs Lewis case was 
completed a couple of weeks ago. Common Cause legal team presented a very strong 
case. Defense legal team presentation, especially their expert’s testimony, received 
sharp questions from the judges. The trial court decision is expected in mid-
September. Which ever side prevails, the other will immediately appeal the decision 
to the NC Supreme Court. The hope is that the NC Supreme Court, which is 
composed of 6 Democrats and 1 Republican, will be able to take on the case and 
deliver a decision against gerrymandering in time for districts to be re-drawn for 
the 2020 elections.  
 
Clean Water 
Joanne Levitan informed Bob prior to the meeting that there is no current legislative 
action in the clean water area. 
 
Opioid Crisis 
Marty O’Neill has begun to research the opioid crisis and has uncovered some 
significant data which he shared with us. Based on information in the Washington 
Post, the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) has a data base that tracks the path of 
every single pain pill sold in the U.S. The Post was able to obtain data from 2006 
through 2012 for every city and county in the country. According to the DEA data 
base over 70 billion pain pills were distributed from 2006 through 2012 in the U.S. 
During the same time period nearly 100,000 people died from opioids. In Brunswick 
County during the same period 43,841,090 pain pills were distributed which works 
out to 61 pills for every individual living in the county. Seashore Drugs in Calabash 
received, and presumably sold 5,160,440 pills, the most of any pharmacy in the 
county.  A sample of other pharmacies in the county and the pills received include: 
Kerr Drugs, Southport, 3,490,040; North Carolina CVS, 2,954,100; and Galloway-
Sands Pharmacy, Supply, 2,485,350.  
 
As the result of the opioid problem, Brunswick County has established a Substance 
Use and Addiction Commission. There have been several articles in the Brunswick 
Beacon in the past few months focused on the Commission with comments from 
some of the members. Unfortunately, there doesn’t appear to be central source of 
data about what the Commission is doing and when they meet. If we can get more 
information about the Commission’s activities and meetings we might be able to get 
more visibility into what opioid related legislative activities, if any, are active. Marty 
will continue to research the Commission and what is going on in this area at the 
General Assembly level.  
 



Based on one of the Beacon articles, a local pharmacist, Wes Hickman, is a member 
of the Commission. Dale is familiar with Wes, who is a pharmacist in Leland. Dale 
will attempt to contact Wes and see if he can provide some information on the 
Commission. 
 
Gun Control 
Dale Todd provided an update on the status of gun control legislation activities. The 
Discharge Petitions to force HB 86 (Gun Violence Prevention Act) and HB 454 
(Allow ERPO’s to Save Lives and Prevent Suicides) on to the Senate floor for debate 
& vote were filed a couple of weeks ago. Each Petition requires 61 signatures in 
order to be enforced. Support from Republicans is required in order to reach that 
number. Each Petition will sit with the House Principal Clerk with no farther action 
taken until the 61 signatures are obtained. Representative Deb Butler’s office 
reports that not a single Republican has signed either Petition, so no action is being 
taken. Continued emails and calls to our own Sen Rabon are still in order although 
the prognosis for success is not good at this time. 
 
There are no other gun control related bills showing any sign of activity at this time. 
 
Bob asked if there is any current polling data on gun control for the state of North 
Carolina and Brunswick County. Dale will try to find some current data and provide 
it to the committee. That data could indicate whether or not this particular issue is 
one that will be a winner for us. 
 
Action for Legislative Action Committee Members: Please make sure that Bob 
has your phone number so that he can get in touch with you quickly when/if 
required. 
 
Next Meeting: Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 25 at 1 p.m. 
at the BCDP headquarters.  Anyone with an interest in legislation or administrative 
action is invited to attend.  Bob will be out of town. Dale will send out an email 
several days in advance of the meeting to see if there are any active topics to 
discuss. If not, the committee members can elect to cancel that meeting. 
 
October Meeting: The October meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 29, at 
1pm at the BCDP headquarters. 
 
 


