
 

 
 

 
The BCDP Legislative Action Committee has their finger on the pulse of policy that’s 
happening in our state and around the country. Anyone with an interest in legislation or 
administrative action is invited attend the monthly meetings, held at headquarters in 
Bolivia. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 28 at 1 p.m. at the BCDP 
headquarters. 

 
Legislative Action Committee Meeting July 30, 2019 
 
Present: Bob Bannerman (Chair), Dale Todd, Joanne Levitan, James Dawkins, Tom 
Sapp. Dwight Willis was unable to attend but sent a written update. 
 
Gerrymandering 
Bob Bannerman and Joanne Levitan reported on their trip to Raleigh on July 15 to 
participate in the press event kicking-off the Common Cause v Lewis trial, which is a 
challenge in the NC state courts against political gerrymandering. In addition to attending 
the press conference, they dropped by several offices at the state legislature to voice 
support for non-partisan redistricting reform legislation.  They also attended the 
afternoon session of the trial. The trial has now ended and further action on the various 
redistricting bills is on hold pending the outcome of the court’s decision, which is likely to 
be appealed by the losing party directly to the NC Supreme Court. 
 
Dwight Willis reported (via email) on several bills in the U.S. Congress that would lower 
costs of prescription drugs for seniors.  Here is his summary: 
Stop Rx Greed: Commonsense Solutions  
Underlying Facts:  
Fact #1: The average Medicare Part D enrollee takes 4.5 drugs per month.  
Fact #2: The median annual income for Medicare beneficiaries is $26,000.  
Fact #3: Prices for brand-name drugs widely used by people who are 50+ increased  
by an average of 8.4% in 2017 while the inflation rate was 2.13%.  
 
1. Allow Medicare to Negotiate Prescription Prices  

a. Medicare spends $129 billion every year on prescription drugs.  
b. Medicare is prohibited by law from negotiating lower prices with drug 

companies. The VA is allowed to negotiate with drug companies for prescriptions for 
veterans. Veterans pay 80% less than Medicare recipients pay for prescriptions.  

c. U.S. consumers often pay twice as much for the same brand name drugs as 
patients in similar countries.  
ASK: Urge Congress to pass legislation that would allow Medicare to use its enormous 
buying power to negotiate for lower prescription drug prices.  
 



2. Cap Out-of-Pocket Costs  
a. The Medicare Part D prescription drug program makes medications more 

affordable for millions of seniors.  
b. One in 10 Part D enrollees spend at least $5,200 a year on their medicines.  
c. Many of these seniors have chronic conditions which means they face these 

high costs for the remainder of their lives.  
d. This forces many of these enrollees to choose between food, shelter, other 

necessities and medicine.  
ASK: Urge Congress to pass legislation that would help seniors with high drug costs by 
capping their out of pocket costs. The Prescription Drug Pricing Reduction Act of 
2019 caps out-of-pocket expenses at $3,100 per year beginning in 2022. It would also 
penalize drug companies if the price of their drugs rise faster than inflation. Sen. Burr 
voted “no” on this bipartisan bill in committee on 7/25. It passed 19/9.  
 
3. Improve Access to Lower-Cost Generic Drugs  

a. Brand-name drug companies are slowing the availability of lower-priced 
versions of their medications by entering into pay-for-delay agreements in which they 
pay generic drug companies not to produce a competing product. These agreements 
prevent lower-cost generics from reaching consumers.  

b. H.R. 1499/S.64 would ban pay-for-delay deals.  
ASK: Urge Congress to pass H.R. 1499/S.64.  
 
4. Prevent drug manufacturers from blocking the development of lower cost generics.  

a. The CREATES Act (Creating and Restoring Equal Access to Equivalent 
Samples) would prevent drug manufacturers from blocking the development of lower 
cost generics.  

b. The CREATES Act would also require name brand drug makers to provide the 
information and samples other companies need in order to develop a generic version of 
the drug.  
ASK: Urge Congress to pass H.R. 965/S.340 (CREATES Act)  
There are TWO PHARMACEUTICAL LOBBYISTS FOR EVERY MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS! Contact your member of Congress today!  
To Contact Sen. Richard Burr call 252-214-8242 or  
202-224-3154  
To Contact Sen. Thom Tillis call 202-224-6342  
To Contact Rep. David Rouzer  
D.C. Office call 202-225-2731  
Wilmington Office call 910-395-0202  
Bolivia Office call 910-253-6111 
 
Burr voted against the bill in Finance Committee last Thursday but it passed on a 
bipartisan vote by a vote of 19/9.  We are now targeting Sen. Tillis to get him to vote 
“yes” on this bill when it goes to the full Senate.   
 
On a separate matter, Dwight also reported that the Small Business Savings Act, 
H604, is still expected to be heard in front of the State Senate on Aug. 6.  We are still 
hopeful it can be passed before this session comes to a close.   
 
Joanne Levitan reported that there is no current legislative action on clean water.  
Regarding offshore drilling, she noted that the Trump administration has temporarily 
suspended action on offshore exploration leases in response to a court challenge to 



offshore exploration/drilling in Alaska. There is no change in the decision by the 
Brunswick County Commission to take no position on this issue. 
James Dawkins reported that the ERA ratification bill appears to be dead for this session 
of the NC Legislature. 
 
Dale Todd reported that Senator Harry Brown’s bill to restrict wind power projects in NC 
has stalled and that he has decided not to push this measure further, at least for now. 
 
Dale also reported that there are 31 separate bills dealing with guns that have been 
introduced in the NC Legislature.  Of these, it appears that only a few minor “feel good” 
bills have the necessary bipartisan support to be approved. The Gun Violence 
Prevention Act, H86, supported only by Democrats, remains bottled up in the Judiciary 
Committee and did not make the crossover deadline.  
 
Next Meeting: Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 28 at 1 p.m. at the 
BCDP headquarters.  Anyone with an interest in legislation or administrative action is 
invited to attend. 


