
BCDP 
Minutes from June 13, 2019, meeting 
 
Chair Tom Sapp opened the meeting at 7:00 PM.  He then identified some changes to the agenda.  A 
motion was made to accept the changes by Carol Schaaf and seconded by James Dawkins.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Cameron Parker led the pledge then asked for a moment of silence. 
 
Tom introduced the first speaker, Dr. Jan Mangrum, candidate for Superintendent of Education in NC 
and current educator.  She spoke about the two education systems in NC – urban and rural, detriment of 
charter schools, and testing.   
 
Tom then introduced the director of the State Board of Elections, Sara Knotts, and the Deputy Director, 
Melissa Monroe.  They invited all to attend meetings of the Board, described the makeup of the Board, 
and offered some interesting data, i.e. there are 19 municipalities in Brunswick County; 100,276 
registers voters, 26 precincts.  Ms Monroe spoke about the importance of Poll Workers and described 
the job they do including training. 
 
Tom asked for approval of minutes from the May 9, 2019, meeting which are available on the website. 
Rob Priddy made a motion to accept, seconded by Carol Schaaf. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dwight Willis presented the treasurer’s report.  He added information regarding the need for Wind and 
Hail Insurance.  It was dropped at least 5 years ago due to lack of funds.  Tom Sapp found insurance for 
the building for $1694 per year.  Dwight asked for donations for funding the insurance through cash, 
check, Square, or Act Blue.  Envelopes were available for donations. 
Bob Bannerman made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by James Dawkins.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  
Dwight also passed out petitions to lower the cost of pharmaceuticals.  
 
The chair recognized 4 new democrats to the meeting. 
 
Bob Bannerman reported on the Legislative Committee which has 6 members at present; they are open 
to additional members.  The next meeting is June 26, 2019, at 1:00 PM at HQ.  They are working on bills 
before the legislature this year. 
 
Cameron Parker reported on the Communications Committee.  A meeting will be announced for the end 
of June sometime. 
 
Janis Simmons reported on the Building Committee.  The rental contract is being rewritten.  Renters 
must now have liability insurance that runs from $95 to $115 per event.  They must pay for that along 
with the rental fee which must be established. 
A pre-order has been submitted for the 104 bricks for the Brick Garden.  They will send a sample brick 
soon and should deliver the bricks on June 26. 
 
Wes Brown reported on Senior Dems.  Their next meeting is June 26.  He will be addressing a group of 
reps from 40 churches asking them to get involved in voter registration and protection. 
 



Raffle: Eileen Farrell won the 50-50 raffle and donated half the proceeds of $45 to the Democratic 
Women and half to the Party.    
Neil Gilbert won a vase of flowers.   
Gordon Humes won the door prize of a potter bowl from the Oak Island Senior Center. 
 
Eileen Farrell reported on the Democratic Women.  The group held their annual reception to award their 
annual education grant prior to this monthly meeting.  It was a success.   
 
Old Business:  Postcards are available.  They are 5 x 7 and will require $.55 postage.   
 
Two candidates spoke.  James Dawkins, Jr., a progressive Democrat running for the 17th District in NC 
General Assembly.  He is working on a voter registration drive on the beaches of Brunswick County. 
Tom Simmons, running for the same seat called out Rep. Iler who is for seismic blasting, will cut funding 
for education, and is against COLAs for retirees. 
 
Clare Leary reported on the data group with Rob Priddy.  Vote Builder Training for July 2 is full.  Other 
dates and places will be announced around the county.  Dates will be listed on the website. Interested 
people should send an email to Rob or Clare.  Participants must have their own laptops at the training.  
Clare explained that information about trainings can be found at the National Democrat Training 
Website, traindemocrats.org, including a Vote Builder 101 to show what it looks like.  
Precincts can get a myriad of data from Butch at the Board of Election. 
 
New Business:  Tom will be starting a By Law Committee and a Mentoring Committee, the latter to help 
mentor new officers. 
 
 
Announcements: 
SoBAD Golf Tournament is growing.  Aug. 25, 2019, at Sandpiper.  Neil Gilbert encouraged buying holes, 
donating prizes, buying raffle tickets.  The next organizing meeting is July 2, 2019. 
 
Brunswick Environmental Action Team, BEAT, is organizing a peaceful protest on July 6 in Calabash, at 
the light, from 5 to 7 PM.  An organizing meeting will take place on June 24, 2019, at the Brunswick Co. 
Library. 
 
Carol Schaaf announced Sonic Sea, A Discover Channel Documentary showing on June 19, from 4-6 PM 
at the SW. Brunswick Co. Public Library organized by precincts Shingletree 1 and 2, Grissettown, and 
Frying Pan. 
 
Kim Stewart motioned to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Megan Hielman. Motion passed. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Denise A. Mirandola, Secretary Brunswick Co. Democratic Party 
 
 


